At the end of the week, students need to develop a paragraph response to one of the questions.  A specific category (CHARACTER, SETTING, THEME, PLOT) will be assigned each week.  Every entry in the Reader’s Notebook should be supported with SPECIFIC TEXT-BASED DETAILS taken from the student’s independent reading book.  These responses will be used to spark a discussion about these story elements.  

Character Questions:

1. Who is the main character? Write a description of this character.  Include physical qualities as well as a description of his/here personality. 
2. Does the main character seem to be a real person? Tell why or why not.  Use specific text-based details to show how he/she acts like a real person. 
3. How are you like or different from the main character in this story?  Use specific text-based details to defend your answer.  

4. What problem does the main character face?  How does the character handle the problem?  Explain if you would handle it the same way. 
5. Does the main character change over the course of the story? How?  Use TBDs!!!
Setting Questions:

1. Does the setting influence the mood the author is trying to create? Explain your answer.  Clearly identify the mood….hopeful, sad, suspenseful, mysterious, encouraging
2. Describe the setting in detail.  Be sure to include a description of the place and an explanation of the time period.  
3. How is the setting necessary for plot development?  How does the setting affect the action of the story?  How would the plot change if there was a different setting?
4. Does the author use many descriptive words to describe the setting? Rewrite a description of the setting from the book.  Explain how the descriptive words helped you to visualize.
5. Is the setting important to the story, or could this story take place anywhere?  
Theme Questions:

1. What is the most important idea, message, or lesson the author is trying to get across in the story?’

2. Is the theme clearly stated or is it implied? Give an example from the text. 
3. What does the story mean to you?  How effectively does the author convey that meaning?  Support your answer with text-based details.
Plot Questions:
1. What is the climax (the most exciting part) of the story?  Describe it descriptively.  
2. What is the conflict or problem to be solved?  Be sure to explain all the components of the problem.  
3. List several events that lead up to the climax.

4. Tell about the conflict or the basic struggle in this story. Is the conflict between two characters, one character versus him/herself, a character and society, or a character and nature?  Use text-based details to describe the conflict. 

